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Stl"ﬂﬂbﬂlll'g Strasbourg is the perfect overture to all that
idiosyncratic about Alsace — walking a fine tight
between France and Germany and between a medie
07:30-09:00  Breakfast in the restaurant past and a progressive future, it pulls off its act in.

~09:00 Arrival to Strasbourg Inimitable Alsatian style.
09:00-13:00 Bus-walking city tour

07:00-07:30  Early-risers breakfast

Lunch in the cty for Smatours group only Cathédrale Notre-Dame
Nothing prepares you for your first glimpse of
13:30 Lunch in the restaurant Strasbourg's Cathédrale Notre-Dame, completed in all
18:30 All aboard its Gothic grandeur in 1439. The lace-fine facade lifts the
) gaze little by little to flying buttresses, leering gargoyles
3500 PERBEIAE B eni and a 142m spire. The interior s exquisitely Iit by 12th-
19:00 Farewell cocktail in the lounge to 14th-century stained-glass windows, including the
Afterwards Earewell dinner in the restaurant western portal's Jewel-like rose window. The Gothic-

meeis-Renaissance astronomical clock strikes  solar
noon at 12.30pm with a parade of figures portraying the
different stages of life and Jesus with his Apostles. Victor
Hugo declared it a ‘gigantic and delicate marvel’;
Goethe professed that its ‘loftiness is linked to its
beauty’; and, no matter the angle or time of day, you
too will be captivated by this red-sandstone monolith
that is at once immense and intricate.

A spiral staircase twists up to the 66m-high viewing
platform, from which the tower and its Gothic
openwork spire soar another 76m. As Hugo put it: ‘From
the belfry, the view is wonderful, Strasbourg lays at your
feet, the old city of tiled triangular roof tops and gable
windows, interrupted by towers and churches as
picturesque as those of any city in Flanders'.

The west facade, most impressive if approached
from rue Merciére, was completed in 1284, but the
142m spire — the tallest of its time — was not in place
until 1439; its southern companion was never built.

To appreciate the cathedral in peace, visit in the
early evening, when the crowds have thinned, and sta
to see its fagade glow gold at dusk.

Afterwards Musical evening in the lounge

Palais Rohan
Hailed a ‘Versailles in miniature’, this opule
century residence is repl ith treasu

you
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Palaeolithic period to AD 800. On the ground floor is
the Musée des Arts Décoratifs, where rooms adorned
with Hannong ceramics and gleaming silverware evoke
the lavish lifestyle of the nobility in the 18th century. On
the 1st floor, the Musée des Beaux-Arts collection of
14th- to 19th-century art includes El Greco, Botticelli
and Flemish Primitive works. Built in 1732 by French
architect Robert de Cotte, of Versailles fame, the
episcopal palace was once the lavish abode of the city’s
princely bishops, and Louis XV and Marie-Antoinette
once stayed here.

Grande fle

History seeps through the twisting lanes and cafe-
rimmed plazas of Grande lle, Strasbourg's Unesco World
Heritage—listed island bordered by the River lll. These
streets — with their photogenic line-up of wonky,
timber-framed houses in sherbet colours — are made for
aimless ambling. They cower beneath the soaring
magnificence of the cathedraland its sidekick, the
gingerbready 15th-century Maison Kammerzell, with its
ornate carvings and leaded windows. The alleys are at
their most atmospheric when lantern [it at night.

Petite France

Criss-crossed by narrow lanes, canals and locks,
Petite France is where artisans plied their trades in the
Middle Ages. The half-timbered houses, sprouting
veritable thickets of scarlet geraniums in summer, and
the riverside parks attract the masses, but the area still
manages to retain its Alsatian charm, especially in the
early morning and late evening. Drink in views of the
River Il and the Barrage Vaubanfrom the much-
photographed Ponts Couverts and their trio of 13th-
century towers.

Musée de I'CEuvre Notre-Dame

Occupying a cluster of sublime 14th- and 16th-
century buildings, this museum harbours one of
Europe’s premier collections of Romanesque, Gothic
and Renaissance sculpture (including many originals
from the cathedral), plus 15th-century paintings and
stained glass. Christ de Wissembourg (c 1060) is the

oldest work of stained glass in France. Hollywood gore
seems tame compared to the tortures back when Hell
really was hell. Sure to scare you into a life of chastity
is Les Amants Trépassés (the Deceased Lovers), painted
in 1470, showing a grotesque couple being punished for
their illicit lust: the entrails of both are being devoured
by dragon-headed snakes.

Musée d'Art Moderne et Contemporain

This striking glass-and-steel cube showcases an
outstanding fine-art, graphic-art and photography
collection. Besides modern and cantemparary works of
the Kandinsky, Picasso, Magritte, Monet and Rodin ilk,
you'll encounter pieces by Strasbourg-born artists,
including the curvaceous creations of Hans Jean Arp and
the evocative 19th-century works of Gustave Doré. The
1st-floor Art Café is graced by bold frescoes by Japanese
artist Aki Kuroda and has a terrace overlooking the River
Il and Petite France.

Grande Mosgquée de Strasbourg

Designed by Italian architect Paolo Portoghesi and
opened in September 2012, France's biggest mosque
(accommodating 1500 worshippers) sits on a bend in
the River |l and is topped by a copper dome and flanked
by wings resembling a flower in bud. More than just
another landmark, it took 20 years of political to-ing and
fro-ing for this project to come to fruition and its
completion is considered the beginning of a new era for
Muslims and religious tolerance in France.

Barrage Vauban

A triumph of 17th-century engineering, the Barrage
Vauban bears the architectural imprint of the leading
French military engineer of the age - Sébastien Le
Prestre de Vauban. The dam was recently restored to its
former glory and is now free to visit. Ascend to the
terrace for a tremendously photogenic view that
reaches across the canal-woven Petite France district to
the Ponts Couverts and cathedral spire beyond.

Have a nice day in Strasbourg!
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